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Title: Spirit-writing in the Two Classical Chinese Fictions of Qing Dynasty

Abstract

Spirit-writing, also known as fuluan (%) or fuji (FREL/FRE), initially derived from the
ritual of “inviting the Purple Maiden” (3lI’&:%%) and launched no later than the Liu Song
dynasty (420 - 479 CE). This study aims to investigate and cross-compare the texts about
spirit-writing in the two classical Chinese fictions of Qing dynasty — “Notes from the Thatched
Cottage of Close Scrutiny” (Bl 52 2EE0) and “What the Master Would Not Discuss” (-4~
#E). The two fictions were well-known for the representatively supernatural tales in the history
of Chinese literature while their authors were both prominent scholars in the Qing dynasty.
From preview, the following main purposes for conducting spirit-writing cult were discovered
in the texts which were: for amusement among literati, for fortune-telling, for virtue
encouraging, for medicine, and for communicating with deceased ancestors or family
members. Therefore, these aspects will further be examined in terms of the relevant example
texts from the two fictions.

This paper is made up of three parts: firstly, the historical background and typology of
“inviting the Purple Maiden”, spirit-writing, automatic writing, and brush register (Z££%) will
be compared; secondly, text analysis of the two classical fictions as well as how the different
background and life experiences influencing the focus and expression of writing on the two
authors will be explored; and lastly, the 5SW model of communication process is going to be
introduced to expand the horizon for spirit-writing research in the future. The five perspectives
including “who”, “says what”, “in which channel”, “to whom”, and “with what effect”
announced by American political scientist Harold Lasswell shall also be available to be
employed for analyzing the process of spirit-writing ritual including spirit-writers, written
texts, tools for communication/promotion, believers, as well as its spiritual healing efficacy.
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